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THH PREACHER. 


‘Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 


A 
BY L. 6. BVERETT. 

* He that believeth not God, hath made him a liar : 
because he believeth not the record that God gave of 
his Son.”—Jst John, v. 10. 

Ever since the subtle destroyer of our hap- 
piness, by his artful misrepresentations, indu- 
ced the mother of our race, to eat the fruit 
which she had been forbidden to touch; man- 
kind, by sad experience, have known and felt 
the diflerence between truth and falsehood. 

Although the “religiously honorable” may, 
by their assumed importance, in a measure 
awe the multitude, and sereen themselves 
from the imputation, while those in the hum- 
bler stations of life, are destined to “labour 
and suffer reproach” for their unshaken confi- 
dence in the God of Jacob; yet it is believed, 
that the hasty declaration of the afflicted 
Psalmist, that “all men are liars,” will but 
too well, te the exalted as well ac the 
humble, othe whole segregate of mankifa, 
in every age of the world. 

The prophet Jeremiah declares, that “ the 
heart is deceitful above all things, and despe- 
rately wicked.” Hence has arisen among 
men, a distrust of each other’s integrity, which 
has rendered necessary the institution of oaths, 
and obligations of the most imposing nature, 
that, under a due sense of his responsibility, 
the testimony of a witness might with more 
confidence be relied upon. 

Our passions—our prejudices—our interests 
—or a mistaken notion of facts or circumstan- 
ces, may, indeed, lead us to an unintentional 
departure from strict integrity and truth ; but, 
when the sacred obligation of an oath is admi- 
nistered, we feel constrained to divest our- 
selves of every thing that might have a ten- 
dency to bias the mind or. lead to a misrepre- 
sentation, and solemnly declare. the truth and 
nothing else. In cases of the greatest import- 
ance between magand man, testimony of this 
kind, is considered as the most worthy of be- 
lief, and the most safe, on which to predicate 
our opinions. 

The man who deliberately enters a court of 
ustice, and after calling on Almighty God to 
elp him, knowingly and intentionally perverts 
the truth and falsifies his oath, is, by the just 
custom of nations, and the unerring principles 








| of right, condemned and discarded, es a wretch 


unworthy of confidence—undeserving of the 

least respect to his character, and only fit to 

be despised by every honest man,-end-evoided 
| by the: virtuous part of community. ; 
| This has ever been the custom of civilized 
nations; and it has so encouraged the upright, 
| and awed the vicious, that but few, have the 
| effrontery to testify falsely; and thus the rights 
of man are preserved ; our lives, our property, 
and what is of still greater importance, our 
characters, are cual ion the depredations 
of all those, who would otherwise molest us, 
or ‘‘make us afraid,” end confidence is pro- 
duced between man and his neighbour. 

Hence the witness of men, is of great con- 
sequence, inasmuch as by: this means, the 
blood-thirsty murderer, is deterred from plung- 
ing the dagger into your bosoms—the robber. 
from entering your peaceful dwelling, and 
rifling yowof the band-aeaal pittance of ho- 
nest frugality and industry; and the enven- 
omed tongues of detraction and envy, from 
filching from us our re i 

Yeu paar Tie “wits nade 
great,” but we are informed, in the verse pre- 
ceding our text, that “the witness of God is . 
greater.” 

Again: To call in question the veracity of a 
witness in regard to his declarations, when 
under oath, is almost the same as to charge 
him with wilful pezjury ; or an avowed disbe- 
lief of what he says, is “making him a lier” 
in the same sense that we make God a liar by 
uot believing his record of his Son. It might, 
with propriety, be considered an unwarranta- 
ble presumption in him, who should make the 
assertion, that his neighbour, a man of tried 
integrity, has testified falsely; or in other 
words, make “him a liar;” and the man 
who should prefer the charge, would be called 
upon by every principle of justice and moral 
honesty—yea, by every tie that binds society 
together, and guarantees the “ rights of man,” 
to prove the assertion true, or suffer himself to 
be branded with ignominy and disgrace. 

In proportion to the integrity and moral ex. 
cellence of the witness, is the magnitude of 
the offence in disbelieving his testimony, or 
charging him with an untruth; and’ if the 
offence is so great, in prefering a charge of thig 
kind against his fellow dust, what shall be 
said of the man, who wilfully accuses Omnj- 
potence with falsehood ? 
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In the subject before us, none other than 
the Almighty Creator of heaven and earth is 
represented as condescending to become a wit- 
ness in the cause depending between his only 
begotten Son and the world of created intelli- 
gences. 

We will, therefore, in order to a proper in- 
vestigation of our subject, inquire, 

1. What is the character of the witness ? 

2. What is the record or testimony he has 
given? 

3. Consider the folly of unbelief, and the 
consequence of such folly. 

And first: What is the character of the wit- 
ness ? P 

In attempting to describe the character of 
heaven’s eternal and immutable King, it 
Ynight well become a worm of earth, in silent 
astonishment, to point his hand to the firma- 
ment of heaven—to call your attention to the 
glorious luminary which is appointed to “rule 
the day”—to a contemplation of its magnitude 
and its influence on the vegetable kingdom— 
or to the silver queen of night, whose appoint- 
ed eourse is run in strict obedience to the 
high behest of heaven—or to the multitude of 
those glittering orbs of lesser magnitude, whose 
trackless course is marked with the finger of 
his power. Then we might ask, can we com- 
prehend these parts of one stupendous whole ? 
ean we extend a thought, and fix bounds to 
the infinitude of space? Then let us turn to 
the earth we are permitted to inhabit; let us 
contemplate its formation ; its origin ; its mo- 
tion ; the infinite variety of its inhabitants ;— 
let us attempt to imitate its meanest produc- 
tion; and if we succeed, then, and not till 
then, let us attempt to dictate wisdom to the 
Almighty. 

Let us look at these bodies of ours, and ask 
from whence came these ?—from what fount- 
aif sprang this consciousness of being? Let 
us, aid all created intelligences, with deep 
humility, acknowledge “we made not our- 
selves,” but are the offspring of God, our com- 

“mon Father. 

’ This Being of beings, my hearers, is none 
other than Him who said—*“ Let there be 
light,” “ and there was light—let there be a 
firmament in the midst of the waters, and it was 
so.” Twas He, who commanded the waters, 
the air, and the earth, to bring forth all man- 
ner of moving creatures; 4nd the inhabitants 
of the vast expanse of creation were ushered 
into being by the omnifick word. 

His wisdom sketched the stupendous plans 
of nature, of providence and grace—it directs 
the ponderous machinery of the heavens, and 
appoints the trackless course of revolving 
worlds. 

But ishe good? Yes: in the language of 
the Psalmist, “He is good unto all and his 
tender mercies are over all his works.” “He 
sends his rain upon the just and the unjust.” 


“ He opencth his hand and satisfieth the de. 
sires of every living thing.” “The eyes of 
all wait upon him and he giveth them their 
meat in due season.” 

And is there knowledge in the Most High ? 
Well might the Apostle of the Gentiles ex. 
elaim in answer to this inquiry—“ O the depth 
of the riches, both of the wisdom and know. 
ledge of God ; how unsearchable are his judge- 
ments, and his ways past finding out.” His 
mercy and his love are co-extensive with his 
infinity, and all his perfections concentrate in 
most unlimited goodness ; for, in the language 





of inspiration, “‘Gop is Love.” 

| But may his truth and faithfulness be de. 
| pended upon ? Yes, my friends, for the Psalm. 
| ist declares of him—“ Thy word is true from 
the beginning.” Christ declares, (John vii, 
8,) “* He that sent me is true.” The prophet 
Jeremiah announces that * the Lord is the 
true God.”—He is the living God and an ever- 
lasting King—He is that God whom to know is 
| life eternal ; yea, “the testimony of the Lord 
| is sure making wise the simple.” No fears, 
then, need be entertained of him, for he is 
without variableness or even a shadow of turn- 
ing. Unlike corruptible man: no selfish views 
can influence his miné—no party interest can 
cause him to swerve ; for ‘He is without par- 
tiality, and without hypocrisy.” 

This, then is a faint picture of the excel- 
lence of Him, whose testimony or record we 
are invited to believe. Shall we doubt? Shalt 
we for a moment neglect to repose our fullest 
confidence in his word? No! “ Let God be 
true but every man a liar.” 

Moses, the ancient servant of God, in view 
of the perfections of his character, in strains 
of devout admiration, sang his praise by say- 
ing, “Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will 
speak—and hear, O earth, the words of my 
mouth; my doctrine shall drop as the rain; 
my speech shall distil as the dew ; as the small 
rain upon the tender herb; as the showers 
upon the grass; because I will publish the 
name of the Lord: ascribe ye greatness unto 
our God !—He is the Rock, his work is per- 
fect, for all his ways are judgement, a God of 
truth and without iniquity, just and right is 
he.” But let us inquire, 

2. What is the testimony or record he has 
given ? 

In answer to this important inquiry, we shall 
notice but a few of the many declarations rela- 
‘tive to our subject, as recorded by God’s holy 
prophets and evangelists; and these will be 
such as refer particularly to the Son of God, 
and are connected with the salvation of man- 
kind in the aggregate through Christ the Me- 
diator. : 

The first testimony of God relative to his 
Son, is recorded by the prophet Moses in Gen. 
iii. 15, where, in addressing the serpent, it is 





said, “ And I will put enmity between thee 
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and the woman aud between thy seed and her 
seed ; it (Christ) shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel.” Again, Gen. xxii. 
17, 18, commencing with—“ By myself have 
I sworn, saith the Lord,” addressing Abraham, 
he says, “That in blessing I will bless thee, 
and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as 
the stars of heaven, and as the sand which 
is upon the sea-sliore ; and thy seed shall pos- 
sess the gate of his enemies: And in thy seed 
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed ; 
because thou hast obeyed my voice.” This 
promise was renewed to Isaac, Gen. chap. xxvi. 
and confirmed unto Jaccb, in language more 
definite, and contains the assurance, that in 
his seed, all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed. These promises are explained as re- 
ferring to Christ by St. Paul, Gal. iii. 16,— 
where it is said, “Now to Abraham and his 
seed were the promises made, he saith not and 
to seeds as of many, but as of one and to thy 
seed which is Christ.””> The Patriarch Jacob, 
ia addressing his son, Gen. xlix. 19, propheti- 
eally announces that “the sceptre shall not 
depart from Judah, nor a Law-giver from be- 
tween his feet until Shiloh come and unto him 
shall the gathering of the people be.” 

Hence we discover, that Christ is represent- 
ed as one in whom, are to be finally blessed 
all nations and families of the earth. Unto 
him also shall the gathering of the people be ; | 
which comports with, and is corroborated by 
the declaration of St. Paul to the Ephesians, 
i. 8, 9 and 10: “ Wherein he hath abounded 
towards us in all wisdom and prudence ; hav- 
ing made known unto us the mystery of his 
will, according to his good pleasure, which he 
hath purposed in himself: that in the dispen- 
sation of the fulness of times, he might gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which 
are in heaven, and which are on earth ; even in 
him.” 

What! shall all be gathered together in 
Christ, and all the kindreds, nations and fami- 
lies of the earth, be blessed in him? Yes, my 
hearers, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken 
it. But how blessed? Shall we answer, by 
being brought into this mode of being, and 
made the partakers of the joys and sorrows— 
the comforts and afflictions—the health and 
sicknesses incident to man in this vale of tears, 
this transitory life? Is this the only blessing 
we are destined to receive, through the media- 
tion of Jesus Christ? No—this is not that 
blessing which God in his goodness has design- 
ed for a lost; perishing and alienated world. 
The comparatively few enjoyments, that fall 

to our lot in this mode of being, where man’s 
life is at best “of but few days and full of 
trouble,” are not all the felicities we are to re- 
ceive, through him, who condescended to live, 
to suffer an ignominious crucifixion, to descend 


| “ would to God I were assured, that life eter~ 


tomb and ascending to God his and our Fa- 
ther, and the sinner’s friend. 

St. Paul, the eminent servant of God, has 
testified better things of him, whose purpose 
is announced im our text. He tells us, that 
“¢ there is one God and one Mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave 
himself a ranson for all, to be testified in due 
time ;” and in his epistle to Titus, he says 
“ that Christ gave himself for us that he might © 
redeem us from all iniquity and purify uatohim-. 
self a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” — 

The testimony before us, is so positive, and © 
so directly to the point, that it seems impossi- 
ble that a reasonable doubt should remain for @ 
moment in the mind of the most determined 
objector; but on the eontrary the evidence, 
seems sufficient to warrant us in the belief, that 
God’s record of his Son, holds forth to the-be- 
nighted children of men, a final deliverance 
from sin, from darkness, and death, and a safe 
passport to realms of eternal happiness. 

Here the candid inquirer might rest; on such 
testimony he might rely, in the confident hope 
of an happy eternity.—“‘ Glory to God in the 
highest,” might, with propriety be chanted by 
the believer, as a prelude to the full chorus of 
the ransomed. Joy and gladness might fill his 
heaving breast. Love to God, and love toman 
might swell the bosom with gratitude, and 
doubts, and fears, be buried in an eternal ob» 
livion. “ 

But says the doubting, comfortless sinner, 
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nal was revealed in this recordof God for me! 
then could I be happy, then could I rejoice in 
God ; O, with what an ecstacy would I swell 
the song of grateful praise to heaven’s eternal 
King ; with what rapture would I anticipate 
the dissolution of this tenement of clay, and 
the happy time, when, loosed from g 
of this mortality, I should be freed from pain, 
from sorrow and grief, and live with my Re 
deemer.” What can be done to comfort thi 
sinner? Shall we attempt a discription of 
eternal place of misery? Shall he be te 
that God has sent his Son into the world t 
save a chosen few, and consign the vast multi 
tude beside, to never-ending and’ inconeéi 
ble torments? No, for this we think would 
be tantamount to charging the Almighty, with 
falsehood. Shall any be lost forever? No, foi 
in addition to the proofs already adduced it 
support of our opinion, a multitude might h 
produced from the standard of divine truth, t 
corroborate our statement. 

I might refer you to the testimony of 
God’s holy Prophets, since the world begam; 4 
proof of the “ Restitution of all things,” ort 
the innumerable declarations of Jehovah to 
same purpose. In these asseverations of Go¢ 
we find no contradiction—no variance in th 
all-important testimony. He declares, that 
















































































into hell, and to conquer the monster Death, 
by triumphantly bursting the shackles of the 





his children forsake his law and walk nH 
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his judgements, if they break his statutes and | 
keep not his commandments, then will he visit | 
their transgression with a rod and their iniqui- 
ty with stripes; nevertheless, his loving kind- 
ness will he not take from them, nor suffer 
his faithfulness to fail. 

From his declarations we can discover, that 
although, like an affectionate parent, he visits 
the disobedience of his children with a just re- 

-compense of reward; yet his tender mercy 
will forever continue to be exercised towards 
us, antil every knee shall bow in reverence to 
his righteousnes, and every tongue, with hu- 
mility confess, that in him alone they have 
obtained strength—eternal life and salvation 
without. end. 

) But we have evidence directly to the point: 

_ Our text and context are abundantly sufficient 
to do away every doubt from the candid mind. 
Taken together, it reads, ‘He that believeth 
hath the witness in himself; he that believeth 
not God, hath made him a liar, because he be- 
lieveth not the record that God gave of his Son. 
And, this is the record, that God hath given 
us eternal life and this life is in his Son.” If 
it were possible, that a doubt could yet be in- 
dulged, and the inquiry arise, “ to how many 
is this eternal life given ?”’ we caunot but con- 
tend, that it is given to ALL. For in addition 
to the proof already urged in favour of the 
Universal extent of this eternal life, we are 
informed, that “ this is life eternai, to know 
the only living and true God,”—And the Apos- 
tle to the Hebrews declares that “ at shall 
know the Lord from the least to the greatest.” 
And again, the language of our text and con- 
text, independent of any corroboration of other 
passages, affords proof positive of its applica- 
tion to all men. For if it be a truth, that God 
hath given us eternal life and this life is in his 
Son,it is as true before be believed it, as it can 
be afterwards ; and consequently our belief or 
disbelief of this fact, cannot alter it, or make 
it void ; and therefore it must forever remain 
a truth in spite of men or demons! 

_ A recapitulation of our subject seems unne- 
cessary ; for no proof can be wanted to show 
hat the record of God is true, and will so re- 
main whether believed or not, We will pass, 
therefore, as proposed, thirdly, to consider the 
folly of unbelief and the consequence of such 
olly. 
Nothing can be more evident, than, that in 
brder to make the requirement just and obliga- 
ory on mankind, to believe a report, such state- 
Ment must be true. Were you told of some 
ireumstance relating to the ordinary concerns 
life, which was out of the common order 
events and wholly unsupported by the least 
hadow of evidence, or even probability of 
ith, you could not, with the least semblance 
f justice, be censured for digselieving the 
narvelous story ; for it is not true, neither can 
be rendered so, by the honest credulity of 





ten thousand! So likewise, if God is, as tog 
often represented, an angry, unreconciled, and 
implacable Being, our believing the contrary, 
will not make him good and merciful. 

According to the opinion of many at the 
present day, ‘we must, before we can be en- 
titled to salvation,” believe that we ought in 
justice, to be damned to all eternity. Hence 
the declaration is often made, that it would 
have been just in God long since to have as- 
signed those now in the land of the living, “a 
portion with the dead in the grave, and in hell 
with the damned.” The candid mind will at 
once discover that this is directly charging God 
with injustice, and if it were true, we may 
cease to wonder that so much is said about the 
danger of exercising our reason, for reason and 
common sense revolt at the idea of our being 
under the necessity of believing an inconsist- 
ency in order to obtain a knowledge of the 
truth. It is either true or false, that God is the 
Saviour of all men; hence to be made ac- 
quainted with his character and purpose will 
at least settle the question forever ! 

Now, if it be true that God has from all eter- 
nity predestinated a part of mankind to ever- 
lasting death, and a part to eternnl life, will 
the reprobate be saved, by being brought to a 
knowledge of this truth, when the purposes of 
God, as established in the counsels of eternity, 
are against him? All the well-told stories of 
that kind of free-agency, by which we are in- 
formed, we can if we will, be finally saved, is 
worse than vanity, when arrayed in opposition 
to the will and purpose of leben Nor can 
we, by our puny efforts, affect in the least pos- 
sible degree, the determination of Him, who 
“ worketh in us to will and to doof his own 
good pleasure ;”? yea, who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will. 

It may be asked, if the statement we have 
given be correct, and if we all have eternal 
lifein Christ, and shail finally enjoy it, what 
peopeety is there in our being called upon to 

elieve, or what advantage will result from 
such belief? We answer: Almighty God, in 
the infinite fulness of his mercy and grace, has 
designed his offspring man for an eternity of 
happiness, and has declared his purpose re- 
specting our final destination ; and this revela- 
tion of his will, affords the purest enjoyment 
and the most heartfelt satisfaction, to those 
who know it. How strongly tinctured with 
folly, then, is the assertion, so frequently made, 
that if the doctrine we profess be true, it can 
make no possible difference whether we be- 
lieve it or not, therefore we will be on the safe 
side of the question! But you, my brethren, 
who have tasted and seen that the Lord is 
good, can testify to the fallacy of such an opin- 
ion; you have the witness in yourselves, 
can say from the heart, that by believing, you 
have entered into rest: you have indeed been 
made free from the gloomy thought of an eter- 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


ios 





fal annihilation, and free from the fears of be- 
ing consigned to endless torments, by an irre- 
concileable and angry God. The record which 
God has given of his Son, assures us of better 
things, a better hope and brighter prospects. 

How happy the thought! how can we deny 
ourselves the joy of believing! Let us no 
longer make “ doa a liar,” by disbelieving his 
testimony ; but rather “‘ believe and be saved,” 
and enjoy the divine consolations that flow from 
his promises, that we may love Him who first 
loved us, and so abundantly blessed us. But 
is there nothing for us to do? Yes: it is our 
reasonable service, to love, not only God, but 
also our neighbour as ourselves; this is our 
duty, and it will afford us su.iicient satisfaction, 
to amply reward us for performing the pleasing 
task. This christian exercise will be produc- 
tive of the greatest good, “for love worketh 
no ill to its neighbour ;”” and when we comply 
with this requisition, we shall not be disposed 
to arrogate to ourselves the privilege of enter- 
ing heaven on that account, but we shall be 
willing to prostrate ourselves before Almighty 
God, and confess with all the world, that we 
are yet guilty and unclean in his sight. 


To whom shall we go, to find relief and ac- 
ceptance but only unto God? Is our depend- 
ence placed on things of time and sense? If 
50, let us beware ; these vanities shall fade and 


pass away. Do we trust in works which we 


have done? Let us remember, that “by the 
deeds of the Law, no flesh shall be justified in 
his sight ;” for says the Apostle, “ By grace 
are ye saved, (and that not of yourselves,) it 
is the gift of God, not of works, lest any man 
should boast.” 

Should any yet doubt, and fear to trust in 
the mercy of God, and dare not believe his re- 
cord—that are yet wavering, unreconciled and 
disconsolate. Go search creation through, to 
find the being or thing in which to place your 
confidence—on which to lean for support in the 
hour of adversity ; take all your boasted right- 
éousness and kneel before its shrine ; go wor- 
ship your ideal divinity until chagrined at the 
deluded thought, you can return and fling your 
burden of woes at the footstool of Omnipotence, 
and then place your hope, your faith and con- 
fidence in that God who is alone able to give 
eternal life and salvation to the sinner. He is 
abundantly able to bless the provision of his 
children, and to cause them to shout aloud for 
joy ; and he alone can administer comfort and 
soothe the pang of sorrow ; he alone is able to 
wipe the tear from the pallid cheek of grief— 
to heal‘the broken heart, and to lead the weary 
soul to that heaven of unsullied enjoyment 
which the Father of Love has prepared for his 
children, - 

It is thought by many, at the present day, 
that there is great danger of believing too con- 


fidently in the promises of God; of trusting | 





too much in the goodnéss and mercy of our 
Father in heaven. But is there a possibility 
of entertaining too exalted views of the tender 
mercies of God? No: There may indeed be 
presumption in trusting in ourselves; but we 
may ever lean with unshaken confidence .on 
the God of our salvation; for his nature is 
Love, and his will is concerned in the final re- 
demption of his children, and his power is 
amply competent to the execttion of his plan. 
“ Fear not,” was the weleome tidings of a 
multitude of the heavenly host to the affrighted 
shepherds on the birth-mern of Immanuel; on 
that day, when was ushered into being Him, 
in whom we have eternal life; who was ap- 
pointed to live, to suffer, to die, and rise again’ 
for our justification ; and by an example too 
splendid to be misunderstood, to point the sin- 
ner to life and immortality, beyond the confines’ 
of the narrow house appointed for all the liv- 
ing. Thus, as with the finger of God, when 
bleeding on Calvary, he marks the trackless 
course of our uanshackled spirits to the man- 
sions of our Father. 

Let us then, my brethren, and my friends, 
no longer doubt, nor fear to trust in the promi-, 
ses of our heavenly Father; that by our belief 
we may be supported in life and enabled to 
live in the bonds of peace and love, as becomes 
disciples of our blessed Redeemer, trusting in 
God for support and direction. ; 

And may wé at last, when called to leave 
tliese elogs of mortality behind, and to meet the 
tyrant Death, be prepared to exclaim, “O 
Grave, where is thy victory! O Death, where 
is thy sting!” and then, may we, and all crea- 
ted intelligences, be saved with an everlasting 
salvation, and partake of those joys which we 
ean only anticipate. May Ged add his bless- 
ing to our endeavours to serve him, and gra- 
ciously grant an answer of peace to our ardent 
prayers, for the salvation of all the numerous 
posterity of Adam. 

Nothing besides the promises and declara- 
tions of God, can afford to the rational Christ- 
ian, that support and consolation, which is so 
much needed to sustain us through this world 
of tribulation and uncertainty. All the hopes’ 
that are predicated on our own righteousness, 
will be blasted by affliction, and prove like the 
comforters of the afflicted Job, but miserable 
props to the desponding soul, unless they are 
accompanied with a lively faith in the record 
of God. 

And, although we may now speculate on 
the interesting subject before us, yet the time * 
will speedily arrive, when we shall either. 
lament our inattention to the declarations of 
God, or rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory, at the approach of death—the 
terror of a moment, but the harbinger of bet- 
ter joys at God’s right hand in heaven forever 
more.~-AMEN. 
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‘some time past, with heart-felt satisfaction, and 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATION. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 
“J. c.” VERSUS “ ESSAYIST.” 
Mr. Editor,—I have read your paper for 





congratulate you on the progress of light and 
truth. The day-spring from on high has visit- 
ed us, and the shadows of the night are pass- 
ing away: “Truth is mighty and will pre- 
vail :”” But permit me, dear sir, to inquire, 
whether you have not indulged too much in 
the spirit of recrimination, retaliation, or re- 
turning evil for evil; which certainly is not 

spirit of Christ. Satire and sarcasm are 





WBdmissible only in desperate cases: they are | 


edged tools to be used with care and caution. 
When we conceive our fellow. traveller has 
stepped aside, love to our brother, and to the | 
truth, constrains us to try to restore him. I 
have been much edified with the Essays, &c. | 
ef our brother the Essayist, in the Advocate, 
till his seventh No. appeared in the fifteenth 
No. of the Advocate, where, I apprehend, he 
has lost the track of truth, and, it seems tome, 
has erred. Some of his errours I will try to 
point out. 

And first, he begins, “ All mankind desire to 
be happy—all labour continually to gratify this 
desire.”’ This, alas! is too true—a lamentable 
fact : what a’pity that they are not desiring and 
labouring for a better, nobler, and more wor- 
thy object. Now I take it for granted, from 
the sequel, that he means to advocate or gra- 
tify this labour and pursuit of mankind, which 
I view to be an errour; because happiness, I 
think, is notthe chief end of man—is not the 
thark of the prize of our high calling—is not 
the right object of pursuit. So you see that I 
might answer the important question why man- 
kind fail of obtaining happiness, in a very dif- 
ferent manner from my brother, namely, it is 
because they are desiring the wrong object ;— | 
not merely a mistake in the means; but the | 
object itself is not adequate and cannot yield | 
them happiness, because it is not in it: for it | 
is evident that happiness does not flow from 
itself ; O no, but from the great Eternal Foun- 
tain. 

The prophets and saints of old used to say, 
*« Seek the Lord and ye shall live” —not seek 
happiness and ye shall live and be happy ; but 
seek the Lord. Again, see the law of God, 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, and thy | 
neighbour, not happiness and thyself. Again, | 
“ Blessed are they who-hunger and thirst after | 











myself; and then I must be ranked with those 
who are lovers of their own selves—lovers of 
pleasure more than lovers of God. This self- 
seeking spirit, I understand to be the “ god of 
this world—the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience, that blinds their 
minds.” This is the orthodox preaching of the 
day—to seek our own happiness—for crowns 
of glory in the skies. In short, to seek our 
own happiness ; and when they arge the ne- 
cessity of faith, and repentance, it is only as 
means to obtain the chief good, that is, our 
own glory and happiness. But it is said we 
are to love and serve God, for the sake of ob- 
taining heaven and happiness. Now this I hold 
to be inconsistent, an impossibility in the na- 
ture of things. 1 maintain that we never do, 
nor never can, love or hate one thing for the 
sake of another thing;: because that oth- 
er thing for the sake of which we love or 
hate, is always in fact the real object of our 
love or hatred. For instance, we never do, 


| nor never can, love a woman, for the sake of 


her riches or money ; for in this case we know, 
and the woman always knows, that it is her 
money he loves, and not her person at all ; and 
his professions of love to her are false. So, if 
we say we love God, for the sake of heaven 
and happiness, then it is heaven and happiness 
we love, and not God at all; and we may al- 
ways apply this rule as a criterion to distinguish 
between true and fulse friendship; and, O, 
how much more wise, worthy, scriptural and 
rational should we be, if, instead of seeking 
to satisfy our desire for happiness, we would 
seek the Lord, “if haply we might feel after 
him, and find him,” who is not far from every 
one of us! for in him we live, move and have 
our being ; and since we are all his offspring, 
and he our common Father, how rational it is 
that we should love, seek and serve him, and 
that for his ovn goodness and worthiness’ sake, 
and not for the sinister motives of selfish hopes 
or fears. 

Viewing this subject to be important I have 
dwelt long upon it, and hope by this time I am 
understood, as to the difference 1 view between 
our orthodox system, and rational bible divini- 
ty. One isto love and seek ourselves, the 
other is to love and seek our God ; one is to 
get good, the other is to do good; one is to get, 
the other to give—that’s all. God and self, 
are the two rivals; choose ye this day whom 
you will serve ; we cannot serve two masters, 
God and mammon. 

Again, my brother says, “‘ The reason then 
why we are not happy, is because we are ig- 


' Sr enothersto satisfy my désires—to gratify 


righteousness ;”’ observe it is righteousness, not | norant of the means of bettering our condition, 
happiness. Again, “ My soul thirsteth for God, | and “all we want is instruction.” But the 
the living God,” not thirsteth for happiness, | Apostle, it seems, does not agree with this state- 
but the living God. | ment. He says, “‘ Though I have all know- 
If happiness: is the aim and object of my | ledge, and understand all mysteries ; ps with- 
pursuit, I certainly seek it for myself, and not | out charity I am nothing.” Then I humbly 





conceive, that although instruction-and know- 
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jedge are, in themselves, great and good things; 

et without love to God and man, it only capa- 
citates the possessor to do the more mischief, 
and he always will make this bad use of it.— 
So I conclude, an ignorant good man is prefer- 
able to a learned bad man ; and the scripture 
reads—“ When they knew God, they glorified 
him not as God, neither were thankful, but 
became vain in their imaginations, their foolish 
hearts were darkened, professing themselves 
to be wise, they became fools, and changed 
the truth into a lie,’ &e. And our Divine 
Teacher thanked the Father, because he re- 
vealed the things of his kingdom to babes, 
rather than to the wise and prudent. The 
Apostle says, “‘ Not many wise after the flesh 
hath God called ; but God hath chosen the 
foolish things of the world, to confound the 
wise.” Where is the wise? where is the 
scribe ? where is the disputer of this world? 
hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this 
world? and the world by wisdom know not 
God. “Ye have both seen and hated both 
me and my Father,” says our Lord. But if 
ignorance is the cause of our misery, and “ all 
we want is instruction,” then it follows, that 
all men do always act up to their best know- 
ledge. But this is not the fact: mankind do 
not always do as right or as well as they know 
how ; for if they did, there would be no sia 
or crime in the world, no, not one rogue or dis- 
honest man on earth. But sad experience 
teaches us otherwise. So then it seems there 
is something else wanting, besides merely in- 
struction and knowledge of the meanis of bet- 
tering our condition, and that dear something, 
that one thing needful, I apprehend to be Love 
to God and man—the love of God shed abroad 
in the heart by the Holy Ghost which God has 
given us; and without this love, knowledge 
always puffeth up, and is a price in the hand 
of a fool who has no heart to it. 

Again, my brother, in strong language, ex- 
plodes the idea, that sufferings and afflictions 
come from God. He calls it a foul slander on 
his character. He says the bible declares that 
“ Jehovah is good.”’ Amen—nor is it the least 
of his goodness that he does and will visit our 
transgressions with a rod, and our iniquities 
with stripes, and in this his loving kindness 
and faithfulness do not fail. The saints of old 
time used to say, “ whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, eveft-as a father the son in whom 
he delighteth,” and:all this for our good.. So 
I confess I do understaud, that all the miseries, 
afflictions, pains, sufferings or painful sensa- 
tions that any of God’ creatures do, or ever 
will endure, are all of them “blessings in dis- 
guise,” that is, designed for our best good, and 
depend upon it, God will never be frustrated 
in his designs. God well knows how to coun- 
teract evil, both moral and physical, so as to 
bring forth from his boundless stores, greater 
and more good to all’his creature, than if he 





had not permitted evil to exist ; for surely ouf 
good God and Father, would never suffer any 


thing to take place in his dominions, and im.” 


his immediate presence, that he could not; 
or would not turn to good advantage, when at 
the same time he could easily prevent or hin- 
der its taking place. 

But perhaps some may say, if so, then it 
follows, that all our actions are right, and there 
is no such thing as sin or crime. But I say 
this conclusion does by no means follow from 
the premises, when we consider that the mo- 
tive, or aim always qualifies the actioa. So 
one says, “‘ Ye meant it for evil, howbeit God 
meant it for good ;” and so it tarned out in the’ ~ 
case of Joseph, and in the crucifixion of the 
Son of God ; and I verily believe in every case 
it will always bé so whilst the Lord reigns and. 
governs the Universe. ‘ 

Again our Essayist states, ‘‘ when we obey 
the laws of nafure we are happy; when we 
disobey, we are miserable,” This is very 
true as far as it goes ; but I conceive this is not 
all, nor always the cause of misery or suffering ; 
ads in the case of infants, also the sufferings of 
the holy, harmless Son of God. We have also 
heard of suffering-for well doing for righteous- 
ness’ sake ; and one says, if so, heppy are ye, 
not happy shall ye be for it hereafter, but hap- 
py are ye, for the spirit of Christ, and the spi- 
rit of glory resteth upon you. Amd we have 
heard of one who chose rather to suffer afflic- 
tion with the people of God, than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a seasom, esteeming the 
reproach of Christ greater riches than all the 
treasures in Egypt. Now, pain, suffering and 
reproach, are, in themselves, real evils, as my 
brother observes, yet we see people suffer 
them not for, or in consequence of, any viola- 
tion of any fixed laws ; but often, very often, 
for well doing. 

But here the important question arises again 
—why did God sutfer sin and misery to exist 
and enter his fair creation? What are these 
great, grand, wise and good purposes, whielr 
have, and do, and will forever follow as conse= 
quences of God’s suffering evil to exist? T 
will humbly try to speak on God’s behalf, and 
hint at some of those ‘benevolent purposes.— 
And first’: If God had not suffered evil to exist, 
and it had nevér taken place in the Universe 
some of the glorious attributes of Deity never 
could have been known: by angels or men. « 
The attribute of mercy must have been dor- 
mant, uséless and unknown. If there were no 
objects of mefey, there never would have 
been a Saviour. born in the stable. If there. 
had been no sinners to save, the multitude of 
the heavenly hosts never would have shouted 
glory to God in the highest in Bethlehem fields* 
It could not have been known, that God could 
love his enemies, and so love them as to give 
his only begotten Son a ransom for all, to re+ 
deem them from all iniquity, if there had heer 
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no enemiés and no iniquity—the new song ne- 
ver could have been-learned nor sung in hea- 
ven nor earth. We never could sing unto him | 
who loved us and washed us from our sins in 
his own blood, if there had been no sin. [n> 
short, there would have been no Jesus—no | 
New Testament—no gospel of the grace of | 
God, bridging salvation to men—none of the 
exquisite, God-like satisfaction of rendering 
good for evil—of overcoming evil with good, 
if evil had never existed. ‘There would not, ' 
and could not be “more joy in heaven over | 
one sianer who repenteth than over ninety and 
ine just persons,” if there were no sinners to | 
‘repent; but now the Holy Ghost is sent down 
from heaven with a preached gospel, and Love | 
almighty reigns. 

Now the heavenly host forever, 

Gaze and wonder and adoré ; 
Love to enemies was nevér, 
Known or sang in heaven before. 

First-born sons of th’ morning never 

Saw so much of God before. 

Such is the infinite wisdom, power and good- 
ness of God, that where sin has abounded, 
(and we know there is an abundance of it— 
Ged has suffered it to run to a great length,) 
yet even there, where sin has thus abounded, 

race has much more abounded, and, glory to 
God, we know net how much more, perhaps 
an hundred of a thousand fold ; God knows ; 
but it is more, much more: ‘‘ That as sin has 


reigned unto death, so might grace reign thro’ 
righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” 

Once more: Our brother asks the question 


“ Why does a wrong action bring misery? Is 
it because it is wrong ?” and he answers “ no, 
but it is wrong because it brings misery.”— 
Now I think my brother has gotten it exactly 
Wrong end foremost. I say an action is not 
wrong because it brings misery ; but on the 
contrary, it brings misery because it is wrong. 
To illustrate this, the reason why a fountain is 
good, is not because the streams are good ; but 
on the contrary, the reason why the streams 
are good is always because the fountain is good, 
that is, the streams do not effect or qualify or 
alter the fountain ; but the reverse, the fount- 
ain the streams: So a good tree brings good 
fruit, and a bad tree, bad fruit. And our Di- 
yine teacher says, first make the tree good that 
the fruit muy be good also. Effects never alter 
their causes; but causes always alter their 
effects as they alter. But-this is so evident, 
that I need not multiply words. 

Then let us come to the question-——the long 
agitated question, what is TruTH? Why and 
wherefore, or what makes an action right or 

? This is a question that has puzzled 
logicians of all ages and nations; and they 
have, after all their searches and researches, 
and stretches of human reason, I believe, re- 





solved it into the same that our Essayist has, 


namely, its effects or consequences: that ay’ 
action is good or bad, virtuous or vieious, ’ be- 
cause it produces happiness or misery. Now 
I grant that the effects prove what the cause is, 
but they do not make it what it is—right or 
wrong. 

Now the answer to this question is clear and | 


| evident to me, namely, it is simply and plainly 


this: Every action is right or wrong, as it 
agrees or disagrees with the great Eternal Stan- 
dard, that is, Jehovah our God and Father; 
and if the question is asked one degree farther, 
‘Cwhat makes this standard right, why is the 
will of God an infallible rule of right?” | 


| answer, nothing but itself makes it so; for 


God is self-existent, and without a cause— 
“the cause of causes—cause uncaused.” Here 
my philosophy ends. I rest it all here, and am 
completely satisfied ; here all my labours end; 
here I Jaunch into His boundless ocean of eter- 
nal perfections, this self-existent Essence and 
Standard of ‘TRUTH, and loose myself in him. 

Troy, Missouri, September 1st, 1828. J.C. 


Remarks on the foregoing in our next. 
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SECTARIES versus SECTARISM. 

A letter from an aged brother in the faith residing in 
Trumbull county, Ohio, affords us farther information 
of the proceedings of some of our brethren in the 
ministry, who have discovered how infinitely import- 
ant it is to renounce sectarism and be baptized in 
water! Our correspundent informs us that he has en- 
joyed the faith of God’s great love and impartial grace 
for “ nearly fifty years,” and seems to feel the wound 
which our cause has sustained “in the house of its 
friends.” We cap synrpathize with our aged brother 
in his trials, but at the same time can assure him that 
our religion cannot be destroyed or seriously injured 
by the case he so feelingly deplores—il has taken too 
deep root in the faithful hearts of thousands—it is too 
firmly established upon the throne of Gad to be moved 
by mortals, however respectable, or however well 
convinced of the propriety of “divers washings” they 
may chance to be. 

We feel no othet emotions than those occasioned by 
the purest friendship towards Brs. Rains, Williams, 
St. Clair and others, who have. become Campbellites, 
but with due regard ¢o their feelings and for the in- 
crease of unadulterated truth, we shall submit afew 
remarks on the course they have adopted. We con- 
cedé to them and ail others the right to think, to be- 
lieve, and to act, accordipg to the dictates of their 
consciences ; and while we yield them the privilege 
of so doing, we claim for ourself the right to animad- 
vert upon their opinions and policy as publick men 
with the utmost freedom and good nature, Should 
We, in exercising the prerogative we claim, fail to ap- 
preciate their motives, it will remain for them to cor- 
rect us with all the frankness that becomes those who 
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have received from the “ Bishop” the Holy Ghost, 
with all its spiritual benefactions. 

We have perused, for the two years past, the peri- 
odical work edited by Mr. A. Campbell, the leader— 
nay, the Bishop of the Christian Baptists, and have 
endeavoured to become acquainted with his leading 
views. We understand from his writings that he is 
opposed to sectarism in all its forms, and pretends 
to advocate the “tancient order of things,” -as estab- 
lished by Christ and his Apostles. It is not our pur- 
pose, at this time, to enter into an examination of his 
peculiar views with an intention of refuting or trying 
to refute them; but shall compare the pretentions of 
the man and his followers, with their practice. 

He pretends to be at war with every thing of a sec- 
terian character. ‘Phis fact is apparent from almost 
every page of his paper. Now, we are not surprized 
that he and his followe:s should write and preach 
against sectarism—there is nothing strange in all this: 
But we marvel that he and his brethren should say so 
much against the evil in question, while they them- 
selves are at work, “‘ might and main,” in building up 
a mammoth sect—an “ ism,” which it is intended shall 
swallow up all other “isms /” How is the fact? Not 
long since it was triumphantly announced in the 
“Christian Baptist” that several Universalist minis- 
ters had renounced sectarism. True. But what did 
they become efter they had renounced this so much 
hated “ism?” Answer: They became “ Campbell- 


ites”—a sect of no sectarians—advocates of the * an- 
cient order of things,” forsooth :—Believers in what? 


jn no creed, perhaps, but in “ the ancient erder of 
things 

Now the sum of the matter seems to be this :—Mr. 
Campbell desires to be the head of a new sect—he 
retains many of the errours of his predecessors, and 
has sought out many inventions of his own—has acqui- 
red some popularity by his writings, and more Ly the 
novelty of hi» views; and sets himself up as a zealous 
opponent of creeds and sects, and is enjoying a short- 
lived fame—not from any particular beauty in his sys- 
tem, when abstractly considered, but from the success 
he hag met with in contrasting his own peculiar views 
with those of his qcondam associates. When we scan 
down his principles we find, at the bottom, the notion 
of endless hell-torments, and materials in abundance 
for a new “ Chatechism” and the * thirty-nine arti- 
cles” to boot! Besides all this, he labours hard to 
show the propriety of using the title of “ Bishop” and 
applying it to those who preside over the “ancient 
order of things”—and fur aught we can discover, he 
Will yet improve his anti-sectarian system eo far as to 
add to the ghostly appeliations already assumed, those 
of “Right Reverend Father in God”—-His Holiness, 
the Pope,” &c. &c. 

We do not wonder that an aspiring man, or a good 
Christian, should aim at acquiring the signal honour of 
being the leader of a sect—nor that, in his zeal he 
should do as Mr. Campbell has done ; but our astonish« 
ment arises from the fact that any of our brethren 
should desert the standard of reason, and suffer them- 
selves to be led aside from the path of duty by hol- 





low pretensions and unmeaning ceremonies. vat is 
religion? It is not to be dubbed a “ Bishop,” an 
“ Elder,” a “Deacon,” ora “Campbellite #? What 
are the best means of promoting pure end undefiled 
religion? Unless we dre misinformed, “being bapti- 
zed in water” is no means of promoting the good cause. 
What, then, is tie leading or governing motive with 
those who have resorted to that summary process of 
obtaining the Holy Ghost? We leave it for those con- 
cerned to answer. 

In, view of all the facts that have come to our know- 
ledge we have only to caution our brethren in Ohio’ 
against beingled astray or disheartened by what they 


have experienced or may hereafter be called to en~ ©” 


dure. Although we desire not to perpetuate the evils 
of écciarism, we would adhere to the distinctive 
features of pure unadulterated Unwersalism, so long 
as it continues to serve the cause of humanity and rir- 
tue. From a somewhat extensive acquaintance with 
the effects produced by the promulgation of our views, 
we have become convinced that they are salutary—and 
so believing, we are bound to keep on in the straight 
torward course of our duty. The truth is, the doc. 
trine of “Impartial Grace” has laid the axe at the 
root of orthodoxy ; it is scattering the works of dark- 
ness to the winds of heaven! Hence, many, seeing its 


| march; and beholding its triumphant conquests, have 


set themselves at work to save the fragments of ortho- 

doxy, by assuming the garb of liberality, but still re- 

taining the essentials of partialism. So with the sys- 

tem of Mr. Campbell. He retains all the remnants of 
those sentiments which have deluged the earth in’ 
blood; and yet endeavours to palm himself off upor 

community asa friend to liberal principles and liberaF 
men! We have been told of his liberality, of the 

good he is doing in the world, of his enmity to creeds 

and priest-craft; but we are yet to be cenvinced that 

he is any thing more than a zealous and ambitious sec- 

tarian, and that his views ure more liberal than those 

of other limitarians. We have been told that he is a 

Universalist, at heart—bui so much the worse! Vf he 

be a Universalist, let him throw off the mask and es- 

pouse our cause ;—if not, let him preach his doctrine 

of wrath to the world! We fellowship none but those 

who have sufficient mental courage to speak, and that 

openly, their honest sentiments. 

We cannot close this article without making one 
more remark, by way of a caution to our friends gene- 
rally. Since our doctrine has attained to a respectable 
standing in the estimation of the enlightened part of 
community, there have not been wanting those who 
would put a stop to its glorious career by drawing our 
brethren aside to the support of other sentiments, 
whose advocates have affected to be liberal.' Their 
story has been—*“ names are nothing—we respect your 
persons, we inwardly approbate your sentiments— 
come, then, and unite with uswe are respectable in 
the eyes of mankind, and our cause is popular, therefore’ 
it will be for your interest to support us.”” With this 
delusive tale some of our brethren have been beguiled.. 
But our more intelligent friends need only be convin- 
ced of the deception, to elude the vigilance of those 
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Who practice it. The truth is, Untversanism has 
been despised, but UniveERSALIsM is now respecied 
by nine tenths of the intellect of this country; and 
Untiversaism will live—wil! fourish—will effect the 
destruction of errour in the Church; and, though the 
magicians of darkness may yet a little longer practice 
their deceptions with success, the time is not far distant 
when UNIVERSALISM will stand forth, justified by 
her works and good fruits, and he recognized as the 
doctrine which has saved Christianity from ruin and 
the liberties of our country from destruction. 

We had written thus far and put our manuscript in- 
to the hands of the compositor, when ‘the following 
letter was received from Mr. Rains, one of the per- 
sons whose names occur in the foregoing. We insert 
it without delay, that our readers may have the berie- 
fit of the investigation, and that its authour may not 
have cause of complaint. 

MR. RAINS’ LETTER.—NO. I. 

Mr. Everett :—Last night, for the first 


© time, the 17th No. of the 6th Volume of the 


Gospel Advocate was put into my hands, m 
which, op the 268th page, I read a communi- 
cation from Solomon Kingsbury, which informs 


you -and your readers, that “three of your | 


bréthren, viz. Williams, Cotton and Rains, 
have been baptized by immersion,” (to which 
he might have added Sinclair and Jones, ) “ and 
that Rains is baptizing, and preaching baptism, 
as a very necessary duty, in order to gain ad- 
mission into the kingdom of heaven,” together 
with your reply. These facts considered in 
connexion with the fact, that I have not only 
been immersed, but that I am actually preach- 
ing immersion, es a mean by which for sinners 
to enter into the enjoyment of grace, seem to 
exhibi: me as a ringleader of those “ weak 
men,’”’ who have been foolish enough to obey 
Jesus Christ in preference to men, and to adopt 
the primitive Christian usage, in preference to 





they had a name to live, were evidently dead, 
I have preached to them in the popular Univer. 
salist way, until my constitution is much im- 
pee but their condition is not any better, 

ut thanks be to God, I have lately learned 
the reason why such a want of energy exists 
among the Universalists, as well as among oth- 
er sectarians, and if it should be necessary, | 
will, in some subsequent communication, make 
this reason known. 

3. So fully am I convinced of the pernicious 
tendency of all sectarian preaching, that I did, 
when I was baptized for the remission of my 
sins, Acts 2nd chep. invoke God that my sins 
of sectarianism might, with my other sins, be 
washed away. And God being my helper, | 
am determined during the remainder of my 
life, to preach, instead of Universalism, the 
Gospel and the law of Christ, believing that 
when the New Covenant with its laws shall 
be preached, without any, and independently 
of all, human speculations, traditions, inven- 
tions, subversions, and equivocations, a mould 
of doctrine will be exhibited into which the 
minds of men may be, and will be cast upon 
the primitive plan, having the primitive im- 
pressions, the primitive simplicity; and by 
whom will be exhibited the whole golden 
cluster of primitive graces and virtues. 

4. Those who have entered fally into the 
spirit of the present joyful revival which pre- 
vails in this county, have “‘ determined to know 
nothing but Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” 
They confine themselves and their faith to the 
obvious. declarations of the New Covenant, 
and the laws growing out of that covenant; and 
if in their New-Testament researches, they 
find any thing not so obviously definite as to 
preclude all rational doubt, as it respects its 
meaning, they forbear to urge it upon others, 
until its meaning shal! be more clear, not only 


fo themselves, but also to the minds of their 
brethren. “ Follow after the things which 
make for peace, and things wherewith one may 
edify another,” is a good rule, arid we aréde- 


following the nice, subtle, fastidious philoso- | 
phers of the present age, who, supposing them: | 
selves to be blessed with reason’s all-penetra- | 
ting eye, disdain every duty which does not | 


suit their own convenience, and these are con- 
siderations sufficiently weighty to induce me, 
through the medium of your Advocate, if you 


lease, to make know to all your readers the | 
P y 


principles upon which we have acted, and to 
vindicate those principles, should it be neces- 
sary against every opposer. 

2. Tam heartily disgusted with the course 
which has been pursued by the ministers of 


Jniversalism. The deleterious effects of this | 


course, might well cause every philanthropist 
to lament. Those Universalists with whom [ 
have been acquainted, with the exception of a 


| 





| 


' termined to walk by it. 


5. We know, however, that this rule will 
not suit the restless, sectarian spirits of duf 
age. But they are not of us. They are unani- 
mously possessed of the ancient factional, sect 
making spirit, which began to disturb the peace 
of the Christian Church even in the days of 
the Apostles. In this enlightened age, (as you 
and Mr. Kingsbury would say,) this sectarian 
spirit is very capricious. One party must be 
called Presbyterian, others Methodist, Baptist, 
Episcopalian, Restorationist, Universalist, Qua- 
ker, &c. &e. &e. Do we find any of these 


few individuals, are destitute of all religious | names in the New-Testament ? Suppose that 
energy, and in fact of every thing else neces- | one of our moderti fashionable sectarians had 
sary to the advancement of the religion of Je- | arisen in the Christian Church on the day of 


sus Christ among men. 
dropped the tear of regret in beholding the 
‘coldness of my former brethren who, though 


Very often have I | Pentecost, and should have called himself by 


any of these names, do you not suppose he 
would have been viewed as dn alien from the 








GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


New-Jerusalem, and a stranger to the Gospel | the Lord’s Supper, and of the whole routine of 
Covenant ? With what astonishment would he church order. They seem to think that it was 
have been gazed at from every corner 2? Sup- , well enough for the foolish, old-fashioned peo- 

, sir, that yourself and some others of our | ple, in the days of the Apostles, to be baptized, 


- 
331 








ydrophobial niversalists had been present in | partake of the Lord’s Supper, and even for 
that august assemblage of baptized converts | 
who were so ignorant and destitute of the re- | 
finements of later ages, as to be baptized for | 
the remission of their sins, and the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, »would not you and your friends 
have supposed these converts at this great re- 
vival ny te been “ full of new wine ?””. would 
you not have said, as you have said in your 
teply to Mr. Kingsbury, “we regret” (that 
ou who have gladly received the word,) 
«should be constrained or in any way indu- 
ced” (even by the positive command of the 
Holy Spirit) ‘to return to the beggarly ele- 
ments of the world,” (the command to be bap- 
tized.) “* Not that we feel in the least disposed 
tocensure or condemn our brethren for the 
course they have pursued—far from it,” (no, 
not even for returning to the weak and beggar- 
ly elements of the world—this is Universalist 
lenity with a witness,) “ but we deplore the 
circumstance, inasmuch as, in our estimation, 
a thing so obviously unimportant,” (as Bap- 
tism for the remission of sins,) “should be 
reckoned among the means of grace. Now to 
us” (Universalists) “it appears that when a 
person can be made willing to receive the or- 
dinance of baptism from a priest,” (Peter,) 


| sir, for the plainness of speech which 


them to be united in churches; but in these 
latter days of reason’s triumphant refinement, 
itis not necessary to attend to any of the’e 
old-fashioned things, or indeed any thing else, 
except prating against orthodoxy. Now, Mr. 
Everett, suppose you had exhibited your reply 
to Mr. K., before the Christians on the day of 
Pentecost, do you not think they would have 
stared at you? But enough! enough ! ! 

7. You will please to excuse me, my dear 
have 
used in this letter. “ Do to others as you would 
have them to do to you,” is alaw, to which we 
have no objections. If I am in an erruur, I 
should be very glad if some friend would con- 
vince me of it, and the sooner the better. f 
have indeed lately been immersed for the re- 
mission of my sins, and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, and I have been earnestly engaged in 
preaching this ordinance. If I have strayed 
from the good old way, my everlasting thanks 
shall be given to the kind mortal, who will 
convince me oferrour. But after all, one thing 
I do know, my preaching has been, sinee I 
espoused the ancient Gospel, much more effi- 
cacious in reforming sinners than it was before. 
Do, if you please, contrast your sentiments 





“either by sprinkling a little water on his face, 


or by being dipped in a pond,” (Jordan,) “he | 


has not only lost sight of the new and liv- 
ing way, but is in a situation to be led almost 


and where,” (to hell.) * Will it be urged that | 


the weakness of some renders it expedient to 
adopt such ordinances? Our reply is,” (a 
strange reply too,) “it would be best to let 
such weakness cure itself.”” Strange ! strange! 
strange!! This is really a new discovery. 
That weakness is efficacious in curing weak- 
ness, is a discovery which our western simple- 
tons Have never made. We were “weak” 
enough to think that grace is the medicine 
which the great Physician administers to sin- 
sick souls, and that this grace is efficacious in 
all cases of spiritual weakuess; but perhaps 
this notion originated in our “‘ weakness.” 

6. We will hear you a little farther. “ Will 
it be said,” (you say,) “ that the bible requires 
the observance of such ordinances? Our re- 

ly is, if so, it teaches us that God Almighty 
cS instituted an ordinance, at once inconve- 
nient, and to the eye of reason, vain and ab- 
surd,” &e* &c. From this it appears, sir, that 
you ere not disposed to do any thing, even 
though God commanded it, unless it suits your 
own convenience. This, sir, is precisely the 
same spirit which prevails in this country, 
among those who call themselves Universaiists. 
They do not consider baptism to be a conve- 
nient ordinance, and the same may be said of 


with the sincere milk <f the word exhibited 
in the 2nd chapter of Acts. 

| 8, As you have challenged us to “break a’ 
~lance” with you, we must inform you that we 
have no objections to permitting you to 
choose your own weavons. We must however 
inform you, that we backwoods people, have 
no particular predilection for lance-fighting.— 
We prefer a sword—* the sword of the spirit 
which is the word of God.” We believe that 
“ truth is mighty and will prevail,” and we are , 
not very anxious, as to the termination of this: ” 
contemplated controversy. 

I am yours respectfully, AYLETT Ratns. 

Braceville, Sept. 20, 1828. 

REMARKS. 

Now, we rejoice to find that brother Rains steps 
| forth, like a man, as the champion of “ the ancient: 
order of things,” alias anti-sectarism. We hope he 
did not understand us to mean, that we were Willing” 
literally, to fight, with sword and pistol—no, we meant 
nothing more than that, if he desired in good earnest" 
to vindicate his present views, we would engage with’ 
our only weapon—the goose quill !. We pray him, and 
all concerned, to take warning that we are totally 
averse to the use of any deadly weapon; and should’ 
an unlucky word chance to fall fiom us, while pursu- 
ing the subject, that can be for/wred into a challenge to“ 
fight, we do hope he will take it in a spiritual sense,~ 
according to the New Translation by “ Bishop” Camp- 3 
bell ; for we only intend to fight with the “sword of 
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the spirit, tie word of God, and the shield of faith.” 
For the sake of petspicuity we shall notice each para- 
graph in the foregoing letter, separately ; though at 
the same time we shall study brevity. 

The first. paragraph is intended, no doubt, as an ac- 
knowledgement thet our information wus correct, as 
far as it went, end thatthe fact was correctly stated in 
our 17thnumber. We had not, before, been informed 
that Mr. Jones had also been converted. Truly, the 
holy Spirit must have selected Universalist preachers 
asthe special subjects of its cere! ‘Human eagacity 
would, probably, discover in all this ** turning about,” 
an appearance of something like a “ concert of action,” 
but most likely the age of miracles has returned, Mr. 
Rains: informs us that he is “actually engaged in 
preaching 1MMERSION as a mean by which for sinners 
toenter into the enjoyment of grace.” We have no 
doubt of the fact; but could wish he were “actually 
engaged in preaching” tHE GospeL. What he says 
about being “foolish endughi to obey Jesus Christ,” 
&c. is begging the question. Wait, dear sir, until we 
learn what Jesus hath commanded ; wait, until it is 
settled whether you are obeying Jesus Christ, before 
you claim the honours of martyrdom for your obedi- 
ence. He commanded his servants to preach the Gos- 
PEL, but you, sir, from your own confession, are 
‘preaching 1mMMERSION”—a word not found in the 
sacred oracles! Show your commission, before you 
talk against “nice, subtle, fastidious philosophers” — 
or claim to be directed by the letter and spirit of our 
Saviour’s instructions. We hold you to your offer— 
stand fast, therefore, and - indicate your kind of preach- 
ing “ against every opposer”—it is “ necessary.” 

We are informed in the second paragraph of Mr. 
Rains’ letter, that he is “heartily disgusted with the 
tourse which has been pursued by the ministers of 
Universalism,” and that “those with whom he has 
been acquainted, with the exception of a few indivi- 
duals, are destitute of all religious energy.” Well, 
we sincerely pity friend Rains, or any other man who 
has been equally unfortunate in selecting his asso- 
tiates! If those who have renounced the faith, and 
turned Campbellites, are a fair specimen of the preach- 
ers with whom he has associated, we cannot blame 
him for being “heartily disgusted:” For men who 
willlabour for years without knowing what they be- 
lieve, or why they believe—and be “ blown about by 
every wind of doctrine,” are enough to “disgust” any 
body. And it is our humble but ardent prayer, that, 
if there be any more of a similar stamp, they too, may 
be “heartily disgusted” with themselves—Mr, Camp- 
bell is welcome to all such—we need them not. And 
if either of the gentlemen feel aggrieved at the seve- 
rity of this remark, let them look at the spirit of the 
foregoing letter. We happen to know more of this 
matter than meets the eye of the reader, and feel 
justified in retorting. Mr. R.need not put himself to 
the trouble of letting our readers know the reason 
why it is so—they know it already. They know, and 
deplore the fact, that many of our western preachers 
have not acted up to the spirit of the holy religion 
they professed ; but have degraded and disgraced the 
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cause, and finally abandoned it, while, through their 
neglect and abuse, it was bleeding at every pore!_ 
Well might they have been “ heartily disgusted” wig, 
themselves, and well may they deplore the want ¢ 
energy with which they were afflicted. Did they sheg 
tears? It was well; and it wold have been bette 
had they suffered themselves to have wept more hj. 
terly. But now-we suppose our quondam brethre, 
can rejoice all the day long—since the “ ancient orde, 
of things” is established, there is is no cause for teary 
—since it has become their duty to preach “imme. 
sion,” our brethren find energy enough and to spare! 
The third paragraph commences with a statement 
| of the writer’s own case, at the time he was baptized, 
and informs us how he * invoked God, that his sins of 
sectarianism might he washed away.” How fiar'this 
prayer was efficacious may be seen from the following 
fact. A correspondent informs us, that “ Mr. Rain 
declared in his hearing, that he renounced all creed 
whatever ; and at the same time, he declared that the 
system of Mr. Scott, old Mr: Cantpbell and others of 
the baptist order, was correct, which consisted of fiye 
points, viz. Faith, Repentance, Baptism, Receiving the 
Holy Ghost, (which they promised to all as soon a 
baptized,) and fifthly, a pardon for ull their sins,”~ 
Now, in the name of wonder, we demand, what are 
these * five points,” but so many articles of faith? The 
two last ‘‘ points” appear to approximate as near the 
faith of the “Mother Church” as they well can; and 
we should not be greatly surprized if it should finally 
turo out, that our brethren have mistaken the Old 
Catholick beast for the “ancient order of things."~ 
Mr. R. refers us tothe 2ad chapter of Acts. Does be 
mean to insinuate that he and his present associates 
have enjoyed blessings similar to those experienced on 
the day of Pentecost? If any part of the chapter is 
applicable to their condition why not the whole? Have 
they heard a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty 
wind—have they seen cloven tongues of fire—do they 
speak with other tongues—or have the * last days,” 
spoken of by the prophet Joel, been enjoyed by the 
Campbellites? We wait a reply.—Mr. R. next in- 
forms us, that he is now determined to preach, in- 
stead of Universalism, the Gospel and the law of 
Christ,” &c. A noble resolution, truly! And what 
is Universalism but the Gospel of Christ? And what 
is the Gospel of Christ tut * good tidings of great 
joy which shall be unto all people?” And what is the 
“ law of Chiist,” but the law of impartial love? Re- 
turn to your duty, brethren, and preach GosPEs,in- 
stead of “immersion!” ‘I'he gospel of Christ needs 
no speculation—no tradition—no inventions—no sub- 
versions—and no equivocations; and when faithfally 
proclaimed, will mould the heart into the image of its 


ter) the “Holy Ghost and with fire.” The Gospel 
of Christ is too pure to come in contact with any mo- 
dern inventions without being contaminated ; and we 
would therefore advise our brethren to make converts 
by proclaiming it: and though persons thus converted 
may not have so much “energy” as those converted 





by the preaching of “immersion,” yet we venture to 


Authour, the God of love, who baptizes with (not wa-, 
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say, they will endure full as wi: and be full as va- 
Juable. 

There is nothing in the fourth paragraph of our 
fiend’s letter particularly interesting aside from the 
following. He speaks of a “joyful revival” and in- 
form us, that those who nave been its subjects have 
«determined to know nothing but Jesus Christ and 
him crucified.” This passage may be tortured into 
any thing. With the Presbyterian, it means, to know 
pothing but Calvinism—with the Methodist it means, 
io know nothing but Arminianism—with the Univer- 
alist it means, to know nothing but God’s Son as the 
“Saviour of all men”—while with our Campbellite 
friends, it means, to know the “five points” above 
noticed; or perhaps—to know things just as Mr. 
Campbell knows them. We are probably correct in 
the latter case, at least, as we understand Mr, C. has 
published a new translation of the New-Testament, 
and will proba»ly remove all doubts from the minds of 
his devoted followers, so far as relates to the infalibility 
of his own scheme, 

The fifth paragraph commences with an ussymption 
that the rule before mentioned “ will not suit the rest- 
less seclarian spirits of our age.” Thisis doubted, It 
seems to suit Mr. R. ard what is he but a restless sec- 
terian? That he is “restless” is evident from the 
fuet that there was not “energy” enough amongst the 
Universalists to suit the temper of his mind; and that 
be is a sectarian is as certain as it is that he is a fol- 
lower of Mt. Campbell. What right, then, has he to 
ay of sectarians—“they are not of us?” Does he 
mean they have not yet assented to his “five poinis,” 
that they have not yet been immersed? What was it 
buta sectarian spirit that in ancient times led to dis- 
putes about circumcision? And what but such a spirit 
that now requires us all to be baptized in water by 
“immersion?” ‘True, people are called by certain 
umes,and pray by whatnameshall wecall our friend 
Rains? (G?A “Christian Baptist” we suppose ! or is 
heto be called byno name? Do we find the appella- 
tive of * Christian Baptist” applied to any person, or 
any people, in the scriptures? Suppose, then, thata 
“person had arisen in the Christian Church on the 
day of Pentecost, and should have called himself a 
Campbellite, do you not suppose they would huve 
viewed him as an alien from the New Jerusalem and a 
stranger to the gospel Covenant? With what aston- 
ishment would he have been gazed ut from every cor- 
ner?” &e. &e. He continues,—“ Suppose, sir, that 
yourself, and some others of our hydrophobial Univer- 
salists, had been,present in that august assemblage of 
baptized converts, who were so ignorant and destitute 
of the refinements of latter ages as te be Saptized for 
the remission of their sins and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit; would not you and your friends have supposed 
these converts at this great revival to have been ‘ full 
of new wine?’” Answer. What we or our friends 
might have done on such an occasion, we pretend not 
fosay; butif we should happen to be present ata 
“great revival” in Trumbull county, Ohio, ani sould 
there find an august assemblage of priests, and should 
hear them pretending to the power delegated to the 
Apostles on the day of Pentecost, and should witness 
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the rant sometimes discoverable on such occasions 
amongst the religiously insane, we should think there 
was “something rotten in Denmark!” that there wag 
more wind and water, than (rue religion among them! 
We did not know, till now, that Universalists were 
afflicted with canine madness; but we must now be- 
lieve it to be the fact, or put the modesty and veracity 
of Mr. R. to the test. “ Hydrophobial Universalists |!” 
| A pretty epithet, indeed, to be applied tous, by one 


under the influence of the Holy Ghost—by one, who 


| has adopted the rule of studying and striving to “ fol- 
low the things which make for peace.” Pray, sir, if 
this isthe legitimate consequence of your receut con- 
version, what spirit actuated you before your regene- 
ration? We respectfully recommend a prescription to 
be found in the “Christian Baptist” of Sept. 1, enti- 
tled * New-Testamentism a cure for, and preventative 
against Cumpbellism and all other iems”—which, if 
an emetick is wanted, will cure uny thing but an ex- 
treme case of hydrophobia in amphibious animals,— 
Again: We by no means regret to hearthat our friends 
“gladly receive the word”—nor that they should obey 
the positive command of the holy Spirit—nor that they 
should be baptized ;—I ut we have yet to learn, that 
receiving the word consists in being immersed in water, 
or that the holy Spirit enjoins it upon Christians to be 
Campbellites—or that the * one baptiem” of the gos- 
pel is water baptism. And while we feel no inclina- 
tion to censure or despise those whose weakness turns 
them back from the liberty of the gospel, to “divers 
washings and carnal ordinances,” to the “beggar- 
ly elements” of the world, we would do all in our 
power to strengthen them and jead them back to the 
fold of Christ. Nor do we deny that baptism for the 
remission of sins was once considered essential, and 
justly so; but contend that when the kingdom of God 
was established on earth, all the ceremonies of that 
description were rendered unnecessary. And we firmly 
believe that when a person can be made willing to re- 

ceive the ordinance of water baptism from the priest, 
| he has not only lost sight of the “new and living way,” 
but is in asituation to be led almost any where. Not 
because there is any thing in the ofdinance itself, that 
extinguishes intellectual vision or leads astray; but 
whoever is so ignorant as not to be able to discriminate 
between the day of Pentecost and the 4th of July— 
between Peter of old, and Bishop Campbell—between 
water baptisin and the baptism of the Holy Ghost and 
fire, is in a situation to “see God in clouds and hear 
him in the wind,” or look for the “ pear! of great price” 
in a mill-pond. We say, therefore, that we cannet 
find it in our heart to censure such persons; but we 
deplore their weakness—and, “ strange” as it may 
appear to some, we think it best to let such ** weak- 
ness cure itself.” Whether “western simpletons” (as 
Mr. R. is pleased to call himself and brethren) under- 
stand it or not, thete is a kind of weakness of the hu- 
man mind, which, when the fever bas turned, will 
work its own cure—and this remark is peculiarly ap- 
plicable to mental complaints of an inflammatory kind; 
whether our prescription would be salutary in cases 
of hydrophobia or not, we leave for Mr. Rains to de- 
termine. He continues,—* We were * weak’ enough 
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to think that Grace is the medicine which the great 
Physician administers to sin-sick souls, and that this 
grace is efficacious, in all cases of spiritual weakness. 
But perhaps this notion originated in our ‘ weakness.’” 
Now, Mr. R. was never more deceived in his life, than 
he appears to be in two respects, as expressed in the 
foregoing sentence. First, he errs in supposing that 
we intended to dignify his recent conduct by calling it 
sin—we meant it was “weakness.” Secondly, he errs 
in supposing that the fact, that Grace will be * effi- 
cacious in all cases of spiritual weakness” originated 
in bis, or his brethrens’ “ weakness.” No, sir, it ori- 
ginated in the strength of God Almighty! And so 
sure as God hath told the truth, Grace will finally 
triumph over all*sin, and-all weakness. Indeed, the 
only thing we complain of, is that Mr. R. has renoun- 
ced the idea that it will be efficacious in reconciling the 
whole world to God, and turning to the “ beggarly 
element” of water,to cure mankind. There is a dif- 
ference, we opine, between “grace” and “immer- 
sion.” , 

In reply to what is contained in his sixth paragraph, 
we have only to say: First make it appear that bap- 
tism by “immersion” is enjoined by the gospel cove- 
nant, and we shall be as ready to be immersed as we 
now are to write against it. But believing as we most 
sincerely do, that God does not require sacrifice, that 
nothing is required of as but to“ deal justly, love 
mercy, and walk humbly,”—that nothing anseemly or 
* inconvenient” is enjoined by the gospel, we repeat, 
that such things are unnecessary—that they only tend 
to detract from the simplicity of the gospel, and cause 
men to prostrate reason at the shrine of modern delu- 
sion’ Talk no more of the day of Pentecost, then, nor 
of what was done by the Apostles, until you prove, 
by signs and wonders, by splendid miraeles, that ye 
are possessed of Apostolick power! And, how ridicu- 
lous it is, for men, “in this enlightened age,” to pre- 
tend, that they, poor mortals, are to do and be, as Pe- 
ter and others did and were! It reminds us of the 
fable of the frog—they seem to be anxious to inflaie 
themselves with wind and water, until they reach the 
size of Peter.or John or Paul! But “ enough, enough !” 

Lastly: We cordially reciprocate the wish, to be 
excused for our “ plainness of speech”—and if we 
have been too plain, we hope our friend Mr. Rains 
will attribute the errour of the head to the warmth 
and friendship of the heart. Believing that he has 
been led from the straight forward path of duty, by 
enticements other than the beauty of his present system, 
we have felt it a privilege to expose what we think 
his errours., We desire no thanks—we expect no 
praise, for making en effort to reclaim him. We doubt 
not the sincerity of his heart, in supposing that his 
preaching has been more efficacious in converting sin- 
ners than formerly—bot let him remember, that the 
lion’s whelps are not so numerous, as those of the cat ; 
put they are lions. It cannot be expected that his pre- 
sent course can yet be fairly tested by the result now 
manifest ; and we greatly fear his converts will be but 
fittle benefitted by a water conversion. But, after all, 
we wish him success in his attempts to be useful, and 
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trust, that, like the prodigal son, he will yet return to 
his Father’s house, where there is bread enough anj 
Eprror, 


spare. 
ror eee 
SPREAD OF UNIVERSALISM. 

Believing as we do, that the doctrine of God’s my, 
restricted grace is eminently calculated to make man. 
kind wiser. better, and happier; and having witness 
its efficacy for several years, we cannot but rejoice to 
find that it is rapidly extending itself into every sec. 
tion of our American heritage. In the state of Maine, 
as we learn from the “Christian Intelligencer,” the 
work goes mightily on, and Churches are forming, anj 
meeting houses are building with astonishing rapidity 
throughout all that region. The voice of the “ Tran. 
pet” brings from the east the gladsome news of inore- 
sing attention to the great salvation in Massachuselt, 
The good work advances with a steady march in 
Rhode Island, as we learn from the * Telescope,” 
pablished at Providence. In Connecticut, as we lear 
from the “Inquirer,” the efforts of our brethren are 
no less successful in building up Zion. While in the 
other New-England states the most sanguine hopes o 
liberal hearts are fully realized. From the statesd 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and N. Carolina, we have 
cheering intelligence, and eyen in Georgia and Sout 
Carolina, the voice of truth is heard with joy and giad. 
ness. 

But we had tuken up our pen to give an account of 
what is going on in this and other states farther wer, 
While oug brethren in the East have been zealouly 
engaged in their labours of love, the light of truth bu 
irradiated the utmost boundaries of the West, al 
converts are multiplying in many places where, as yet, 
the voices of our preachers have never been heard— 
In the western counties of New-York, the indefatin- 
ble exertions of the few who have publicly laboured 
in the vineyard of our impartial God, have been tt: 
tended with abundant success. Universalism hasat 
tained a standing which defies the puny efforts of its 
enemies, It is now openly espoused by mien inhigh 
standing, and our enemies must resort to something 
beside invective and ridicule to overthrow it. Itbw 
already levelled the pride and prostrated the scheué 
of a proud and lordly priesthood, and will sweep amy 
the refuge of lies which has hitherto sustained its et 
mies. 

During a recent tour to the West and South, # 
have enjoyed the inexpressible satisfaction of occulit 
demonstration that Ohio is on the side of liberal prt 
ciples. The cry in that region is “come over and hep 
us.” There is hardly a town or village in that grat 
and flourishing state, where a preacher of our ft 
would not meet with a cordial welcome. Throughot 
all that region nothing is wanted but faithful hen! 
of salvation to raise up the cause of truth and gil 
for itan ascendancy over every other dectrine 
promulgated there. ; 

At the great and flourishing city of Cincinnati, mi 
terial aid is much needed. No tongue can tel 
pen can describe the anxiety there felt by our bre 
to obtain some faithful preather to break the bred 
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fife. They have erected, and by this time completed, 
a house for publick worship sufficiently large to con- 
tain eight or ten hundred persons. It is finished in a 
plain neat style, and eligibly situated. Our brethren 
deserve much praise for their laudable zeal in so good 
acause ; and we trust they will soon be supplied with 
aminister whose faithfulness shall be commensurate 4 
with theirown. We cannot refrain from making the 
remark, that few societies in America are composed 
of more valuable members than that at Cincinnati.— 
They deserve and musi have some one to labour with 
them. ‘There is every reason to believe that faithful 
and acceptable preaching in that placéhgnd vicinity, 
would be crowned with abundant success. Ata mode- 
rate calculation one thousand persons attended the 
feeble labours of the writer of this article during his 
stay there, and listened with devout attention to the 
word preached. 

Finally, there is every thing to encourage us and 
nothing to dishearten. Brethren—let us be of good 
comfort and exert our every power in a work so pro- 
mising, so good, so glorious. 

SS ee 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

In the town of Riga, Monroe county, a short 
time since in an Orthodox Sunday School, the 
priest of the order was industriously instilling 
into the juvenile mind his saving sentiments, 
and asserted toa young lady, ten or twelve 
years old, a daughter of Mr. H. Willis, if I 
mistake not, that Jesus Christ was the eternal 
God! ‘The Miss, who understood her bible 
better than her teacher, took the liberty of mo- 
destly contradicting this disciple of Calvin, and 
declared, that Jesus Christ was the Son of 
God, and produced her authority from the 
scriptures on the spot, saying that such evi- 
dence was sufficient for her, and superiour to 
his bare declaration. The above is the sub- 
stance of what was related to me by a gentle- 
man whose word may be relied on. 

REMARKS. 

Seing Jesus Christ and him crucified consti- 
tuted the leading trait of Apostolick preaching, 
would not the little heroine of the above anec- 
dote make a much better orthodox preacher 
than the orthodox themselves? They err at 
the very threshold of the gospel, which paves 
the way for all the errours and absurdities 
with which Calvinism abounds. She has the 
word of eternal truth on her side, and with it, 
like. David, slew even the boasting Goliath 
himself! Children begin to question the in- 
fallibility of orthodoxy, and to smile at its folly. 


( Communicated. 
EEE ROL 


Catvin’s Oprnion.— What says John Cal- 
vin concerning the observance of the 4th com- 
mandment ? Ans. The fathers frequently 
call it a shadowy commandment, beeause it con- 
tains the external observance of the day, 
which was abolished with the rest of the fig- 
ures, at the advent of Christ.” 


was the design of the heavenly Lawgiver un- 
der the rest of the seventh day, to give the 
people of Israel a figure of the spiritual rest,’ 
-by which the faithful ought to refrain from 
their own works in order to leave God to work 
with them.” See Calvin’s Institutes, vol. 1. p. 
418. 

Now we should like to know whet means 
all this “ hurra” about the outward obser- 
vance of one day in seven? This Juggernautal 
crusade against a majority of our citizens ?— 
Why, ye Calvinists, ere you militating against 
the plain sentiments of him whom you este 
as your founder, and your lawgiver ? 

5 ————_—_____] 

A Fact. Not long since, in South Caro- 
lina, a Clergyman was preaching on the diso- 
bedience of Jonah, when commanded to go 
and preach to the Ninevites. After expa- 
tiating for some length of time on the truly 
awful consequence of disobedience to the Di- 
vine commands, he exclaimed in a voice of 
thunder, that passed through the congregation | 
like an electrick shock, ‘* and are there any 
Jonahs here?” © There was a negro present, 
whose name was Jonah: who, thinking him- 
self called on, immediately arose, and turning 
up bis white eye to the preacher, with his 
broadest grin, and best how, very readily an- 
swered, ** Here be one, Massa.” 


In olden time it is said that the inhabitants 
of a certain town in New-iiampshire, consist- 
ing chiefly of Irish or Seotch presbyterians, 
| adopted the following custom. As soon as 
their fields were planted and © sown, their 
priest, accompanied by the elders, deacons, 
and farmers, went from field to field offering 
| Up a short prayer over each, that they might 
receive the fruits of their labours in a plenteous 
harvest. One day while engaged in this pious 
perambulation, they arrived at a field, where 
the priest stopped, took a keen-eyed survey, 
and after some hesitation, addressed his flock 
to the following purport :—* My friends and 
brethren, it will be ofno use to pray over this 
field till there is more manure spread upon it ; 
for otherwise, even the prayer of a righteous 
man, however fervent, cannot be effectual.” 


NOTICE. 
0A friend has favoured us with a copy of a Series 
of Sermons on the doctrine of everlasting punishment, 
by the Rev. J. Sellon of Canandaigua, with a request 
that it be reviewed. The request shall be complied 
with as soon as the writer of this notice can find leisure 
for that purpose. O. A.B, 











ERRATA. 
In the Sermon published in ourlast No. p. 310, first 
column, 14 lines from top, for “ infesting,” read infect- 


ing. 

In the Sermon published in our 14th No. the reader 

is requested to observe that, in every instance where 

. | the word “ theoretical” occurs, it should be theocrati- 
Again:. “It | eal. 














Poctick Bepartment. 


‘The following beautiful lives were presented 
tothe daughter of General Brown, by a dis- 
tinguished gentleman : 

Lady ! thy wish shall have its way, 
I wake the slumb’riog harp again 

At thy command—and though the lay 
Be grave-—in no unkindly strain, 

Would that its notes, tho’ rude and wild, 
Might soothe a hero’s orphan child ! 





Thy morn of life has been o’ercast 
® With sorrow’s gloom, and thy young heart 
Must weep, in memory of the past, 
, Of thy Jov’d sire, whose mortal part, 
Victim of death’s relentless doom, 
' Sleeps'in the silence of the temb, 


In mem’ry too, of visions gone, 

Of hopes, that bloomed but to deceive, 
Domestick joys forever flown, 

With kindred hearts ’tis thine to grieve ; 
Commingling tears, with them to share 

The agony thou can’st not bear.’ 


But cheer thee Lady ! ’mid this gloom, 
There breaks upon my vision’d sight, 

E’en from the confines of the tomb, 
Where sleeps thy sire—a beam of light, 

‘The light of him whose power to save, 
Pervades the darkness of the grave, 


To him in youth’s own accents mild, 
Let thy young heart direct its prayer : 
A gallant soldier's orphan child 
Sues not in vain for mercy there, 
Peace to thy bosom, it shall prove 
The rich reward of filial love. 
The chivalry which grac’d thy sire, 
A grateful nation shall proclaim ; 
His orphan boys shall catch the fire 
Which gave his name to deathless fame ; 
Thy widowed parent too, shall feel, 
That he who strikes, has power to heal. 


Now fare thee well! that thou may’st know 
The purest bliss to mortal given, 

And all thine hours serenely flow, 
My fervent prayer ascends to Heaven ; 

A humble offering at the shrine 
Of sympathy for woes like thine. 

pt 
WANDERER REST. 


Wanderer rest—the sun is set, 

And hill and vale are sunk in slumber, 
Stay, and for a while forget 

The sorrows which thy soul encumber ; 
Musick’s soft and holy balm, 

Shall bush thy spirit into calm, 

And silver streams meandering near, 
Shall murmur peace into pea 
The hours with (ales we will beguile— 
Wanderer rest thee—rest awhil@; = 


Rest thee, stranger, thou art far 

From home and from friends who love thee, 
Thy guide has been yon pule-beamed star, 
A traveller through the heaven above thee, 
Earth’s to thee a homeless waste, 

There is no bourne that woos to rest ; 

Thy heart is seared, thy hopes are blighted, 
And straying in this world benightea, 

Still , sti} your sight for what has been, 

To see the joy which you have seen ; 

Dark is thy heaven, but yet may rise, 
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Far brighter hopes and purer skies, 
A happier star its rays may dart, 
And love may warm thy withered heart, 


Then wanderer rest, and cease to weep 

That home from which you have departed, 

Grief may fade away in sleep, 

The refuge of the broken hearted— 

Thow hast known the tender ties, 

The sweet and thrilling sympathies, 

That round the soul in fondness wreathe, 

And o’er our life a fragrance breathe— 

But these, so light, so fresh, so gay, | 
Like fairy dreams have passed away— 

Thy harp is mute—-but notin vain, ~ 

You'll try to wake its song again, ‘ 
Touch but its strings, and they will tell, 

In musick which you yet love well, 

The tales of days that now are past— 

Then weary wanderer, stay and rest. 


p—_—__—_____) 
PRAYER. 
The smiling sky isever bright, 
The earth is fair with flowers; 
There comes no night, there falls no blight 
On childhood's blissful hours ;— 


Then pray,—Heaven sees no sight so fair 


As happy childhood bowed in prayer. 

The summer dew, the rainbow’s hue 
Are pure and holy things— 

And youth hath dreams as lovely too, 
As pure imaginings ;— 


They pass away, they pass away, 


What charm can stay them? Mneel and pray, 


{ 
{ 
Then comes the time of busy schemes, 


And man must earn a name ; 


His morning thoughts, his midnight dreams 


Are wealth, and power, and fame : 


Heaven heeds them not—one humble prayer 


Would be a better passport there, 


Age, thou art winter, cold and drear, 


Without the hope of spring ; | 
Thy strength is gone, thy leaf is sear, : 
Thy root is withering ; 


And earth has nothing worth thy care,— | 


Yet pray,—for Heaven is won by prayer. 
RAE on cee 


FORGET ME NOT. 
“ Forget me not?”’ in accents mild, 
My mother says, “ beloved child,” 
Forget me not when far away, 
Amidst a thoughtless world you stray : 
Forget me not when fools would win 
Your footsteps to the paths of sin ; 
Forget me not, when urged to wroug, 
By passions and temptations strong ; 
Forget me not, when pleasure’s snare 
Would lead you from the house of prayes. 
Forget me not in feeble age, 
But let me then your thoughts engage, 
And think my child how foudly I 
Watch’d o’er your helpless infancy, 


etPorget me not, when death shall close 


These eyelids in their last repose ! 
a evening breezes softly wave 

@ grass upon thy mother’s grave ; 
Oh! then whate’er thy age and lot 
May be, my child ! * Forget me not !” 
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